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SWALE JOINT TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

 
MINUTES of the Virtual Meeting Via Skype on Monday, 6 December 2021 from 
5.30  - 7.30 pm. 
 
PRESENT:  Councillors Monique Bonney, Alastair Gould, Elliott Jayes, Ken Rowles 
(Substitute for Councillor Simon Clark), Julian Saunders (Chairman), Paul Stephen 
and Eddie Thomas. 
 
Kent County Councillors: Mike Baldock, Cameron Beart, Andy Booth, Mike Dendor, 
Antony Hook, Rich Lehmann and John Wright. 
 
Kent Association of Local Councils: Parish Councillors John Fassenfelt (Parish 
Councillor), MacDonald (Parish Councillor) and Jeff Tutt (Parish Councillor). 
 
OFFICERS PRESENT:   Billy Attaway, Alan Blackburn (KCC), Martyn Cassell, Mike 
Knowles, Jo Millard, Brett O'Connell and Jamie Watson (KCC). 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillors Steve Davey, Oliver Eakin, James Hall, 
Angela Harrison, Mike Henderson, Carole Jackson, Roger Truelove, Mike Whiting 
and Tony Winckless.   
 
APOLOGIES: Councillors Simon Clark. 
 

459 MINUTES  
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 6 September 2021 (Minute Nos. 217 – 228) 
were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record 
subject to the following amendments: 
 
Councillor Mike Whiting to be listed as a visiting Councillor.  
 
Item 9, updates from Highways England on the M2/J5 works and from Kent County 
Council (KCC) on the £38m Highway Improvement Fund works at Keystreet and 
Grovehurst roundabouts, Sittingbourne be added to the list of items requested by 
Councillors.  
 

460 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
No interests were declared.  
 

461 PUBLIC SESSION  
 
The Chairman informed the Committee that there were two members of the public 
that wished to speak on Item 8 – Faversham Town wide 20 mph trial and he said 
that he would give them the opportunity to speak on the item later in the meeting.  
 

462 FORMAL OBJECTIONS TO TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER - SWALE 
AMENDMENT 28 2021  
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The Seafront and Engineering Manager introduced the report which provided 
details of objections, comments and indications of support received in relation to the 
recent advertised Traffic Regulation Order, Swale Amendment 28, which covered 
various amendments to on-street waiting restrictions in the Swale area.  
 
Kent County Councillor Mike Dendor commented on recommendation (1) Dolphin 
Road, Sittingbourne and proposed that the double yellow lines be extended the full 
length of the road and this was seconded by Kent County Councillor Mike Baldock.  
 
The Chairman proposed that recommendation (2) extension to the double yellow 
lines in Canute Road, Faversham be progressed and this was seconded by Kent 
County Councillor Mike Dendor.  
 
Parish Councillor Peter MacDonald commented on recommendation (3) the 
junctions of Queens Road and Imperial Avenue, Minster-on-Sea and said that the 
double yellow lines should not be abandoned. He said that without the double 
yellow lines residents would park on the junction making the road dangerous and 
create further problems. Kent County Councillor Mike Baldock noted that the 
County Member for the area was in support for the abandonment and asked how 
the double yellow lines would be funded if the Committee decided to progress with 
the double yellow line? In response, the Seafront and Engineering Manager said 
that he would need to consult with the relevant County Member to determine 
whether funding was still available.  
 
Parish Councillor Peter MacDonald proposed that the double yellow lines on the 
junction of Queens Road and Imperial Avenue, Minster-on-Sea be progressed as 
advertised and this was seconded by Kent County Councillor Mike Baldock.  
 
The Chairman proposed recommendation (4) the reduction of the double yellow 
lines in St Georges Avenue, Sheerness be abandoned and this was seconded by 
Kent County Councillor Mike Dendor.  
 
Kent County Councillor Rich Lehmann sought clarification on recommendation (5) 
the disabled persons’ parking bay in Colegates Close, Oare on whether a parking 
space would be lost as a result of the disabled space being moved? In response, 
the Seafront and Engineering Manager said that officers would look to minimise any 
loss of parking spaces while the works were carried out.  
 
Kent County Councillor Rich Lehmann proposed that the disabled persons’ parking 
bay in Colegates Close, Oare be relocated and formalised and this was seconded 
by Councillor Monique Bonney. 
 
Recommended: 
 
That the results of the advertised Traffic Regulation Order be noted and that: 
 
(1) The proposed double yellow lines in Dolphin Road, Sittingbourne be 

installed as advertised in the Traffic Order. 
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(2) The proposed extension to the double yellow lines in Canute Road, 
Faversham be progressed. 

 
(3) The proposed double yellow lines on the junction of Queens Road and 

Imperial Avenue, Minster-on-Sea be progressed. 
 

(4) The proposed reduction of the double yellow lines in St Georges Avenue, 
Sheerness, be abandoned.  

 
(5) The disabled persons’ parking bay in Colegates Close, Oare be relocated 

and formalised.  
 

463 RESULTS OF INFORMAL CONSULTATION - PROPOSED DOUBLE YELLOW 
LINES, CORTLAND CLOSE, MILTON REGIS  
 
The Seafront and Engineering Manager introduced the report which provided 
details of a recent informal consultation undertaken with residents of Cortland 
Close, Milton Regis, on proposed double yellow lines.  
 
The Chairman proposed the officer recommendation and this was seconded by 
Kent County Councillor Cameron Beart. 
 
Recommended:  
 

(1) That the results of the recent informal consultation on the proposed double 
yellow lines in Cortland Close, Milton Regis, be noted and that a Traffic 
Regulation Order for the proposals be progressed but at a slightly reduced 
length following consultation feedback.  

 
464 DESIGN CONSULTATION RESULTS - EXTENSION OF RESIDENTS' PARKING 

SCHEME EDITH ROAD, FAVERSHAM  
 
The Swale Engineer introduced the report which provided results of a recent 
informal consultation undertaken with the residents of Edith Road, Faversham, on 
the layout of the proposed extension of the scheme. He said that the results of the 
consultation were positive but outlined minor amendments that had to be made on 
Annex C with regards to the drawings of the double yellow lines. He asked 
members to agree the amended plan (Annex C) if the scheme was progressed.  
 
Councillor Eddie Thomas said he was in support of the extension of the scheme 
and felt that it was needed because the road was close to the train station in 
Faversham and local residents struggled to park near their own homes.  
 
Kent County Councillor Anthony Hook thanked the officers for working with 
residents in amending Annex C and was mindful of the objections but was in 
support of the scheme being progressed.  
 
Councillor Eddie Thomas proposed the officers recommendation and this was 
seconded by Kent County Councillor Anthony Hook. 
 
Recommended:  
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(1) That the comments on the recent informal design consultation be noted 

and that the extension of the existing Residents’ Parking Scheme to 
include Edith Road, Faversham be progressed. 
 

(2) That the amended plan (Annex C) be agreed.  
 

465 FAVERSHAM TOWN WIDE 20 MPH TRIAL  
 
The Senior Programme Manager introduced the report which provided an update 
on the Faversham town-wide 20 mph limit trial that was funded by the Department 
for Transport’s Emergency Active Travel Fund. He said the consultation had 
received 668 responses with 65% agreeing that a 20 mph limit would make 
Faversham safer, 61% saying that it would make Faversham healthier and 57% 
agreed it would make Faversham cleaner. However, 37% of respondents objected 
to the scheme, in comparison to 63% who were in support of the scheme.  
 
The Chairman invited Mr Chris Oswald-Jones to speak on the item.  
 
Mr Oswald-Jones said he was in support of the scheme and thanked the local 
community for campaigning to get this scheme started. He felt that the scheme 
would become a pilot study for many more towns and that a reduction in speeds in 
certain areas of Faversham had already been noticed by residents.  
 
The Chairman invited Faversham Town Councillor Chris Williams to speak on the 
item.  
 
Councillor Williams started by explaining to members that the local community had 
been campaigning for five years to get the scheme up and running. Faversham 
Town residents would be encouraged by Active Travel into the town and this would 
result in lower levels of pollution.  
 
Councillor Mike Henderson was invited to speak on the item and said that this 
scheme was a ‘whole Town project’ and it was important to keep the scheme as 
simple as possible. He thought the scheme would encourage walking and cycling in 
Faversham as well as reducing the CO2 emissions in the town. He added that 
problem areas such as, Oare Road, had already shown lower speeds but he hoped 
that the scheme would help keep the speeds down.  
 
Councillor Carole Jackson was invited to speak on the item and said that it was 
pleasing to see reduced speeds through Faversham areas already and wanted 
more compliance to maintain slow speeds in Faversham. 
 
The Chairman opened the debate to members and comments made included: 
 

• Thought the scheme was a success and had already reduced speeds on 
certain roads in Faversham; 

• thanked the Swale JTB, working groups and KCC for all their hard work in 
getting the scheme to where it was now; 

• compliance of speed was an issue but was a matter for the police; 

• thanked the Faversham community for all their help and support; 
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• the report showed the importance of Active Travel; 

• using traffic orders had helped KCC understand the problem roads to ensure 
the correct measures were put into place; 

• the scheme would have positive effects in the Borough; 

• what were the innovative measures and how would they be put into place?; 

• would like a similar scheme to be put into place at Sheerness; and  

• would the Swale JTB committee be able to review the scheme at future 
meetings to apply further measures if needed? 

 
In response, the Senior Programme Manager said that the innovative measures 
included non-physical measures that would change the drivers environment to 
make them slow down. He gave an example of changing the colour of the road or 
removing the white lines in the middle of the road as a method of reducing speed. 
He added that the Swale JTB would be able to review the scheme and apply extra 
measures in areas that required them at future meetings.  
 
Councillor Eddie Thomas proposed that the full extent of the 20mph limit as per the 
trial be extended, to look at other additional engineering measures at Bysing Wood 
Road, Oare Road, Lower Road and Newton Road, to look at raising awareness and 
changing the behaviours of drivers in Faversham and this was seconded by 
Councillor Alastair Gould.  
 
 
Resolved:  
 

(1) That the full extent of the 20mph limit as per the trial be extended. 
 

(2) That additional engineering measures at Bysing Wood Road, Oare Road, 
Lower Road and Newton Road be explored. 

 
(3) To raise awareness and change the behaviours of drivers in Faversham. 
 

466 PRESENTATION ON THE HIGHWAY LOCAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN PROCESS  
 
The Senior Programme Manager shared a presentation with Members on the 
Highway Local Improvement Plan Process and said that the presentation would be 
circulated to Members after the meeting.  
 
Following the presentation the Chairman invited Members to make comments. 
These included:  
 

• Praised the plan process as they could see the improvements in some areas 
already; 

• Queenborough Parish Council found it useful and were happy with how 
quickly the proposed works were carried out; 

• there was a funding issue for non-parished areas and there needed to be a 
budget to help fund projects for these areas; 

• thanked the former Swale Project Manager for her hard work; and 

• how far did the Highways Improvement Plan (HIP) go, did it only allow for 
strategic items to be suggested. 
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In response, the Senior Programme Manager said that funding was a KCC 
responsibility and that if the area had funding already this would push their project 
higher up in the list but, advised that KCC did not have enough funding to help with 
all the projects. He added that the HIP included all projects from double yellow lines 
to major projects but tended to include smaller projects.  
 
The Chairman thanked the Senior Programme Manager for the presentation. 
 

467 SWALE DRAINAGE  
 
The Chairman explained that a relevant KCC Officer could not be in attendance for 
the meeting but that he had wanted the report to be on the agenda so that 
Members had the opportunity to raise concerns for KCC officers to response to. 
 
The following comments were raised: 
 

• Pleased to see the issues in School Lane and Ashtead Drive, Bapchild 
addressed; 

• considered that some flooding had been as a result of development on hills and 
the removal of hedges and trees; 

• cleaning of gullies in the Borough was not good enough; 

• would like to see another audit report on drains similar to the one that came to 
the Committee in March 2020; 

• there was a lack of resources for the drainage team to deal with clearance of 
drains in the Borough; 

• needed Government intervention to help fund more money to solve the 
drainage issues in the Borough; 

• could people be forced to have a proper drainage system installed when they 
paved over their driveways; and  

• was good to see the problem roads on the forward plan.  
 
Resolved: 
 

(1) That the report be noted and that KCC officers be asked to make a 
presentation at the next meeting of the JTB on 28 February 2022.  

 
468 HIGHWAYS WORK PROGRAMME  

 
The Swale District Manager introduced the report which provided an update on 
identified schemes approved for construction.  
 
Page 411 – Canterbury Road (Boughton Hill), Boughton-under-Blean. Councillor 
Alastair Gould commented on the closed bus route which had caused lots of 
problems for residents getting to Canterbury during half-term and asked that future 
diversions that were put into place considered division routes for buses too. The 
KCC officer agreed to ask the relevant officer to investigate a diversion route for 
buses.  
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Page 424 – SW/003117 North Street, Milton Regis. Councillor Steve Davey said 
that the remedial works on the zebra crossing had not yet been completed and 
asked when they would be? The KCC officer agreed to chase the works with the 
KCC Development Team.  
 
Page 425 – SW/003141 Stones Farm, Canterbury Road, Bapchild. Councillor 
Monique Bonney said that the traffic signal junction had not been completed and 
the developer hoped residents would move into the development in late January/ 
early February 2022; she asked if the signalling needed to be completed before 
residents moved in. The Swale District Manager advised that this would be raised 
with the Development Team at KCC.  
 
Resolved: 
 

(1) That the report be noted.  
 

469 PROGRESS UPDATE REPORT  
 
Members asked if the KCC Highways Team could provide regular updates on the 
A249/M2 Junction 5, Key Street and Grovehurst roundabouts at future meetings? 
The Swale District Manager agreed to add the above major works into future 
progress update reports.  
 
Resolved: 
 

(1) That the report be noted.  
 

470 REQUESTS MADE BY COUNCILLORS AND MEMBERS OF THE SWALE JOINT 
TRANSPORTATION BOARD  
 
The Chairman introduced the paper and invited Members to make comments.  
 
The following comments were raised:  
 

• The Diversion routes at Grovehurst roundabout were causing HGV lorries to 
drive down unsuitable roads and asked what was KCC’s plan for future 
diversion routes?; 

• Minster Parish Council had asked KCC to look into Elm Lane, Minster as 
sections of the road were dangerous; 

• sought an update on the Neptune Terrance, Sheerness petition; 

• the diversion route down Chestnut Street for the A249/M2 J5 works was not 
appropriate; 

• HGV’s were avoiding the A249 and ignoring width restriction signage down 
rural country lanes; and 

• the coordination of diversion signs needed reviewing. 
 
In response, the Swale District Manager thought that the issues relating to diversion 
routes and future plans for diversion routes and the HGV lorries should be brought 
to the attention of Highways England and agreed to contact them to provide a 
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presentation to a future JTB meeting. He also said that the diversion signage in the 
Borough would be reviewed by the Street Team at KCC. 
 
The Seafront and Engineering Manager said that the Neptune Terrace petition was 
with the Environment Agency and that they were dealing with the petition so any 
queries would need to be sent directly to them.  
 
Resolved: 
 

(1) That the report be noted.  
 

471 WINTER SERVICE REPORT  
 
The Swale District Manager introduced the report which provided the arrangements 
that had been made between KCC and SBC to provide a local winter service in the 
event of an operational snow alert in the Borough/District.  
 
The Chairman invited Members to make comments and the following comments 
were made: 
 

• KCC mapping software for the gritter lorries no longer showed the secondary 
roads and asked why the maps only showed priority roads?; 

• the ‘find a salt bin’ service on the website was not working; 

• would be helpful to have KCC support with getting Southern Water to fix the 
leaking issue at Stockers Hill, Rodmersham.  

 
In response, the Swale District Manager agreed to ask someone from KCC to 
contact Southern Water about the water leak in Stockers Hill and said that in the 
past KCC had success with putting salt bags next to the leak to prevent water from 
freezing. He advised that KCC were made aware of problems with the website and 
that officers were working to fix the ‘find a salt bin’ service. He clarified with 
Members that the mapping software no longer showed the secondary gritting routes 
as KCC felt that the map was confusing to look at, but assured Members that the 
secondary routes would still be gritted in accordance with the winter service policy.  
 
Resolved: 
 

(1) That the report be noted.  
 

472 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
The next meeting of the Swale JTB would be at 5.30 pm on Monday 28 February 
2022. 
 

 
 
 

Chairman 
 

Copies of this document are available on the Council website http://www.swale.gov.uk/dso/. 
If you would like hard copies or alternative versions (i.e. large print, audio, different 
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language) we will do our best to accommodate your request please contact Swale Borough 
Council at Swale House, East Street, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 3HT or telephone the 
Customer Service Centre 01795 417850. 
 
All Minutes are draft until agreed at the next meeting of the Committee/Panel


